A Question for Citizens of Wood County –
WHO PROTECTS US FROM FACTORY FARMS?

Wood County is being targeted for four or more Vreba-Hoff developed megadairies.  The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) boasts that it has one of the best permitting programs in the nation for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs or megadairies).  The ODA’s primary role is to promote agribusiness development in Ohio which causes a conflict since they are also charged with regulating factory farms.
The Wood County Citizens Opposed to Factory Farms (WCCOFF) has studied the ODA’s Program and has found it seriously lacking: 
Has the ODA Director rewritten the rules?  Unfortunately, the ODA has used its influence to systematically rescind or amend many Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) regulations over the past several years in order to substitute “Director’s discretion”.
    For example, the ODA has added “Director’s discretion” to make Operational Changes which allow the Dairies to change any thing at any time in these approved permits.  “No approval of the changes is needed” is the opinion of the Ohio Attorney General’s office.
Isn’t it the ODA’s job to verify the data in these permits? The ODA does not require documentation for soil test data
, manure analysis data
, crop yields
, or landowner contracts
, plus it allows phosphorus application levels that exceed standards set by the Clean Water Act
.  This unsubstantiated data is not trivial information – it is the basis for these permits.  
Are the CAFO developers exploiting the ODA’s lax regulatory system? We have found “altered” existing ground elevations
 in the twelve sets of siting plans for one of the dairies.  We have also found “altered” soil test data in these permits.  The ODA has even allowed the dairy developer to “alter” the actual regulatory statute to make it appear that their siting plans in a 100-year floodplain are in compliance.
  When we asked the ODA about this, they replied “The Director did not develop the plans and cannot explain the orientation.” 
We need you to speak up about this outrageous situation!  Please contact Senator Mark Wagoner at (614) 466-8060 or sd02@mailr.sen.state.oh.us and Representative Randy Gardner at (614) 466-8104 or district06@ohr.state.oh.us and ask them to investigate these very serious issues.   
Brought to you by your friends, 

The Wood County Citizens Opposed to Factory Farms

� OAC 901:10-2-02 required 25 feet of non-permeable material between the bottom of the manure storage pond separation from an aquifer producing 100 gallons/minute.  This rule was rescinded and now requires only 15 feet –“ unless additional design criteria is approved by the Director.”  Please note that the ODA could not have approved the Naomi or Manders permits under the original regulation.


� Soil tests for two fields in the Naomi Permit showed phosphorus levels over 300 lbs/acre but were shown in the Permit less than 160 lbs/acre.  According to ODA rules, fields >300 lbs/acre are not eligible for manure application.  Many more questionable soil tests are in the Green Dairy permit.


� The manure analysis has been cut in half since the first Reyskens Permit was approved.


� Corn yields in permit 210 bushels/acre vs. County average of 147; soybeans 50 bushels/acre vs. 42 bushels; wheat yields 100 bushels/acre vs. 73 bushels; alfalfa 6 Ton/acre vs. 4 Ton; corn silage 28 Ton/acre vs. 18 Ton.  The ODA states that these are “desired” yields – the law states that these yields are supposed to be actual or historical yields.


� The ODA does not require contracts with landowners for manure application on their fields.  Several landowners have stated that they did not give their farmer permission to use their fields for manure and that they did not want manure applied to their fields.


� CWA regs require agronomic rates for phosphorus equal to 60-80 lbs soil test P – ODA allows up to 300 lbs. soil test P.


� The County Engineer investigated the ground elevations on one of the siting plans (which had been altered three times on three sets of plans) and he stated “It is important to note there is a 0.5’ difference in elevation.  It is important to restate that these are existing spot elevations that should remain the same regardless of what improvements are planned.”


� OAC 901:10-2-06 states “For a manure storage pond…with unequal length and width dimensions, the facility shall be oriented with the longest dimension parallel to the expected direction of floodwater flow.”  The Dairy altered this to “The manure structures would be located in a ‘flood fringe’ area not subject to ‘flood water flows’.  Any flood waters will not impact the structures nor will the orientation of the structures impact the flood water levels.”  It is important to note that this is one OAC regulation which has NOT been amended or rescinded.





