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What is a Factory Farm?  A confined or concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO) has hundreds to thousands of animals in an industrial environment.  Cows in factory farms (also called megadairies) are feeding 24/7 and are milked 3 times per day.  They are never on pasture, where they would be spread out feeding on grass and where the soil could absorb and use their drier manure.  Their waste is liquefied, pumped into a lagoon (clay-lined pond) where it is held until it is applied untreated onto fields.  From there it may begin seeping into tile drains and ditches.
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Sustainable Farming:  Sustainable agricultural systems are environmentally safe, economically viable, and socially just.  CAFOs emphasize high volume and profit with little regard for their effects on the environment, human health, and the rural economy.

Why should you care?

· Currently, there is a 699-head dairy CAFO located outside of Weston in Liberty Township, which has submitted an application to expand to 2,100 cows.
· A second 925-head CAFO located near Cygnet Road and SR 235 in Jackson Township was approved in October 2006 to expand to 1,800 cows.
· A third 1,765-head CAFO to be located between Cygnet and Jerry City in Portage Township was approved in January 2007.
· A fourth 2,200-head CAFO to be located six miles east of Portage also in Portage Township was approved in October 2006.
· A fifth 1,800-head CAFO is in the planning stages and would be located near West Milgrove in Perry Township.

These five CAFOs would have almost 10,000 cows within a 7-mile radius which would produce over 100 million gallons of untreated liquid waste each year.
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In addition to nutrients such a nitrogen and phosphorous, liquid manure can also contain viral and bacterial pathogens, weed seeds, parasites, heavy metals, antibiotics, disinfectants, and insecticides.  Pathogens of concern for human health, including e-coli, ARE surviving in liquid manure.
Antibiotics:  Approximately 70 % of all antibiotics used in the U.S. are fed to healthy animals merely to spur growth and ward off diseases that would otherwise run rampant in factory farm conditions.  Such medically unnecessary use of antibiotics fosters the development of antibiotic-resistant strains that can threaten other animals and humans.
Growth Hormones:  Growth hormones are also used on these cows in order to promote faster growth and increased milk production.  These hormones leave residues in meat and dairy products and are excreted in manure.
Air Pollution:  Sewage treatment plants and other industrial polluters are subject to strict state and federal requirements…but not CAFOs.  Factory farms give off toxic gasses such as hydrogen sulfide, carbon dioxide, and ammonia.  Recent studies have found that factory farm pollution can make neighbors sick.  At least 24 people in the Midwest have died from inhaling hydrogen sulfide and methane from manure.
Environmental Risks:  According to the EPA, agriculture is the leading source of water pollution in Ohio.  Vreba-Hoff facilities have had numerous DEQ and USEPA violations.  According to Michigan’s Department of Environmental Quality: “…operations such as these that flout the law…give all of agriculture a black eye.”
Water Contamination:  Liquid manure can flow through vertical fractures in the soil and reach local aquifers.  Liquid manure from CAFOs contains more than 400 pathogens that can contaminate groundwater sources.  Seepage from factory farms is a serious concern for neighboring communities that depend on wells for their water supply.  
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Walkerton, Ontario – May 2000 – Manure spread on fields contaminated town water supply.  More than 2,300 persons fell ill and 7 died from e-coli.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin – Spring 1993 – 440,000 people fell ill and 105 died when manure reached the city’s water supplies.

Waste, Cesspools, and Problems:  The amount of raw feces and urine generated by factory farms is enormous.  One cow produces 120 lbs. of wet manure per day.  The four factory farms as proposed for Wood County alone will produce more than six million pounds of waste each week which is more than all the citizens of Wood County!
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Wood County is already #1 with impaired surface waters in the entire State of Ohio.
Water Usage:  Dairy CAFOs draw huge amounts of water for cooling and watering the cows, for cleaning the cows and parlor, and for flushing waste from the confinement site into the lagoons.  Studies show that approximately 80 gallons of water are required per cow each day.  Wood County’s five CAFOs could use over 750,000 gallons of water each day.
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Decreased Property Values – While the appraisal profession has only begun to quantify the loss attributable to CAFOs, it is clear from case studies that diminished marketability and loss of use and enjoyment can result in a diminishment ranging from 50% to 90% of otherwise unimpaired value.

A decrease in property values may affect the quality of local schools as well.
Increased Traffic and Road Damage – Rural roads are not built to handle the anticipated number and weights of 24/7 dairy vehicles.  These tractors and tankers are considered “agricultural” and are thus exempt from weight limits, even though the extreme loads cannot be seen as typical for a farm operation.  

One semi truck = 1,000 cars.

Taxpayers bear the burden of road repairs.
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A Sierra Club Attorney stated “This is a nightmare that occurs to rural American families one at a time.  People are having pleasant rural lives and all of a sudden a factory farm moves in across the street and their lives are ruined…No one should be forced to suffer so another can enrich himself.”
Moratorium – In addition to WCCOFF, other organizations asking for a moratorium include:

· American Public Health Association

· Ohio Farmers Union

· Michigan State Medical Society

· Catholic Rural Life Conference

· BG and Perrysburg Leagues of Women Voters

· GRACE (Global Resources Action Center for the Environment)

What Can You Do?












Join WCCOFF and put a sign in your yard stating your support of a moratorium. 
Urge your local and state officials to support a moratorium on factory farms.

Listen and be vocal.  Talk to the farmers in your community.  Find out if they plan to sell feed to, or accept manure from, a factory farm.  Let them know that any short-term gain they expect may come at a long-term cost, including their own health and economic viability, as well as that of their neighbors and friends.

Cherish the land and the community we have been blessed with.  Take seriously the threat to its survival, and be determined in your desire to protect it.
Disclaimer: Information included in this brochure is believed to be accurate, but is not guaranteed.  WCCOFF is not liable for errors or omissions.
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Threat to Family Farms:  Megafarms are crowding out small farms in every sector of U.S. livestock farming.  Farm-Aid estimates that each new factory farm puts 10 family farmers out of business.  Large farms receive nearly twice as much in government subsidies than do small, family farms.





Health Risks:  Liquid Manure can contain as many as 25 different organisms that cause diseases such as salmonella, anthrax, ringworm, foot and mouth disease, and others.  CAFOs have been among the sources implicated in life-threatening outbreaks of listeria, cryptosporidium, toxic e-coli, and antibiotic resistant bacteria.





Phosphorous and nitrogen from manure are serious water pollutants.  At high levels, phosphorous is acutely toxic to fish.  At lower levels, phosphorous and nitrogen over enrich water bodies, causing algal blooms (excessive build-up of algae).  Manure run-off has been linked to Lake Erie’s 6,300 square-mile “dead zone,” an oxygen-depleted area where fish cannot live.





Farmers have spread manure on their fields for generations, but dry manure should not be confused with liquid manure, which has more contaminants and the ability to quickly flow to new locations.


The waste is liquefied, pumped into a lagoon (clay-lined pond) where it is held until it is applied untreated onto fields.  From there it may begin seeping into tile drains and ditches.  Manure spills, leaking lagoons and the over-application of manure are major threats to the purity of our streams, rivers and ground water.  








Wood County Citizens Opposed to Factory Farms


Informational Packet


The Wood County Citizens Opposed to Factory Farms prepared this packet to educate the citizens of Wood County about the dangers of Concentrated (or Confined) Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs).








Economic Implications – CAFOs are likely to be taxed at low, agricultural rates instead of at commercial or industrial tax rates.  Some CAFOs have also received tax abatements.  Studies have shown the presence of a CAFO not only reduces overall tax revenues but also the quality of life in rural communities.





Good Stewardship and Animal Welfare – Across America and the world, millions of animals are confined in massive “industrial” farms.  These animals are crammed into holding pens, are unable to express natural behaviors, and seldom, if ever, feel sunlight, soil, or fresh air.
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